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less insurrectionary, still this meant something. It saddled Hitler
with the burden of Napoleon. In other words, it condemned him to
go on dazzling his own people and forbade him to stand still.

What the German people thought of their insurrectionary gov-
ernment and of the coming war is difficult to say. Collectively Ger-
mans are docile, especially toward a strong master. They do not
think of war as a horrible inversion of natural order but as a di-
vinely appointed ordeal by battle which is the supreme test of a peo-
ple's worth. Without conquest they could see nothing ahead but
increasing national poverty. Nevertheless, the Germans, like other
men, cannot help learning something from experience. All the
middle-aged and old people of 1939 could remember 1918. Al-
though they did not shrink from war like the Western peoples,
there are signs that they were not enthusiastic as in 1914 As late as
1932, only three years before the restoration of universal compul-
sory service, the official publishing house of the Reichswehr had
published a book by A. Caspari, Wirtschafts-Strategie und Kriegs-
juhrung (Economic Strategy and the Conduct of War), which
argued strongly against such an army. The German people, so Cas-
pari had contended, were now so infected with Marxian social ideas
that they could no longer be depended upon as soldiers. There is a
story that in August, 1939, at a grand review in Berlin the atmos-
phere was so gloomy that a high official said: "This is not 1914. It is
1917." There is also Hitler's famous boast, repeatedly made in
speeches celebrating his occupations of Austria, Czechoslovakia,
and Memel: *1 have enlarged the Reich without shedding the
blood of a single German soldier." Whatever the implications of
these words, they are certainly not a hymn to sacrifice. -Nor is there
any reason to believe that the sacrificial zeal of 1914 was present in
the Germany of '39. Although events were to prove that for one rea-
son or another the Germans were prepared to endure much, never-
theless, as we shall see in Chapter VI, the lack of military enthusi-
. asm among many of them may have affected the German conduct
of the war.

In September, 1939, however, all possible flaws in the German
war plan were still admirably concealed. The astonishing adven-
turers in control of the Prussian administrative and military ma-
chine proposed to strike first in one, then in another direction,